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one word dinde, and then, as people thought this
must mean the female turkey, they made a new
word for the male, dindon.

But though so many words come from the names
of places, and some of these would not seem to do
so at first sight, there are other words which seem
to come from place-names which do not do so at all.
Brazil wood is found in large quantities in Brazil,
but the wood is not called after the country. On
the contrary, the country is called after the wood.
This kind of wood was already used in Europe in
the twelfth century, and its name is found in several
European languages. When the Portuguese adven-
turers found such large quantities in this part of
South America they gave it the name of Brazil
from the wood. The island of Madeira got its
name in the same way, this being the word for
" timber/' from the Latin word materia,

Again, guinea-pigs do not come from Guinea, on
the west coast of Africa, though guinea-fowls do so.
Guinea-pigs really come from Brazil. The name
guinea-pig was given to these little animals be-
cause, when the sailors brought them home, people
thought they had come from Africa. But in the
seventeenth century a common voyage for ships
was to sail from English or other European ports
to the west coast of Africa, where bands of poor
negroes were seized or bought, and carried over
the Atlantic to be sold as slaves in the American
" plantations." The ships naturally did not come